Colour Group Grades at Musters

Please note: Every rider must satisfy certain criteria in order to move up into a different colour group.  This decision is at the sole discretion of the Chief Instructor only!  Unless the rider has been formally invited to join a higher group by the Chief Instructor the rider must remain at all times in their designated group only.  All riders are individuals and are therefore at different levels.  The Chief Instructor assesses according to each riders current abilities and the horse they are riding at that muster.  e.g. An experienced rider with a new horse will be asked to go to a lower ability group for safety or a child that has improved may be asked to join a higher group and work towards that colour groups requirements.
 

Pre-White
Familiarisation with horses and pony club. Lead line, absolute beginner, walk and some slow trotting. Learning the basic aides and basic horse care. Needs a parent/helper with them at all times.
White
Building confidence and learning aides and control. Walking and trotting off the lead but not cantering. Walking and trotting over poles, learning the jumping position (no actual jumping). Learning how to look after their horse. Gradually developing independence and preparing to learn to canter. Basic steering and control. Understanding how to ride a walk-trot dressage test, using trot poles on ground, trail ride and complete games. Ready to complete D certificate. (This colour group is also available to riders who have perhaps lost some confidence and/or new horse and rider combinations).

Green

Safe, confident, control at all paces and beginning to jump. Walking, trotting and cantering independently and safely. Learning how to ride a preliminary dressage test. Good control of the horse and use of aides. Learning the jumping position and beginning to jump small fences (30-50cms) and ride courses. Increased knowledge of horse care, tack and rules of pony club, ready for D* certificate.
Yellow

Control and precision. Refining riding position in flatwork and jumping. Beginning to work the horse in a round frame and to make precise and smooth transitions. Competent and smooth preliminary dressage tests and ability to ride showjumping courses in various competition formats (eg. AM7, Top Score etc) at 60cms. In control over cross-country fences and able to ride a course at a steady pace. Good knowledge of horse care, basic injury management, care of tack, and ready for C certificate.

Red

Refining and developing. Polished riding position with consistent round frame of horse and use of aides in flatwork to complete novice dressage tests. Understanding of competition etiquette and experience competing. Understanding of the training and education of the horse, more advanced horse care and ready for C* certificate. Jumping 70-80cms comfortably and with a good position. Able to ride cross-country courses and showjumping courses with good style and to time.
Blue

Competitive and competent. Completing and training the more advanced movements of novice dressage tests with precision and good style (medium paces, 10m circles). Showjumping and cross-country 80-90cms safely and comfortably and with a good knowledge of and experience in competition. Understanding of pony club rules, advanced horse-mastership and ready for K certificate.
Purple

Advanced. Training elementary dressage and good knowledge of lateral movements (shoulder-in, travers, renvers). Regularly competing at a high level and jumping 1m in both cross-country and showjumping. Excellent knowledge and horse-mastership. Ability to help at pony club events and take part in the education and mentoring of younger/less experienced riders. Ready for higher certificates.
